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In this edition 

P.1 - Welcome  
P.2 and 3 - Coming Up 
P.4 and 5 - Members remember 
Harry Dobkin. 
P6 and 7 - Sketching in the 
Summer 
P8 - 2021 Exhibition Notes 

Contact Us 

Website: 
www.harpendenartsclub.org.uk 

HAC Private Members’ 
Facebook 

HAC Private Members Group 

HAC Public Facebook page: 

HAC Public Facebook  

Club email: 
info.hac2018@gmail.com 

Editor’s email: 
susan-parr@sky.com 

Venue for Meetings for 2021 
Salvation Army Rooms 
Leyton Green, Harpenden  
AL5 2TG 

Parking in Amenbury Lane or in 
the sports centre car park. 

Exhibition Venue for 2021 
The Harpenden Trust Centre 
90 Southdown Rd, Harpenden 
AL5 1PS 

Firstly; a very warm welcome to 
new members Erika Kroll, Patricia 
Curran, Alison Hayhurst, William 
Taylor and Sabbi Gavrailov.

Secondly; welcome to a new 
version of Brushstrokes.

My name is Michal Parr and I am 
the new editor for Brushstrokes. I 
have been a member since 2019 so 
I hardly got started on enjoying Harpenden Arts Club before 
everything had to stop for you know what. 

I am still very much on a learning journey with my art so finding 
a club with so many generous and talented artists is wonderful 
and I hope we will be able to stay up and running in person now. 
It is all looking much more hopeful as I write this in early 
September.

I am really looking forward to Sarah Poppleton’s workshop on 
painting still water on September 16th - the first in person 
session of the year and in our new venue of the Salvation Army 
Rooms. 

Then there is Art On The Common and the Farmers Market 
and HVA Open Studios to visit .

And, of course, the Annual Exhibition is on soon - see page 8.

As well as the new venue this year there will be two preview 
sessions, Thursday evening with a glass of wine and Friday 
morning with coffee. We are also going to time handing in slots 
to avoid a big crowd  - you will get details after entries close. 
This should allow us to spread the numbers of people in the hall 
so that we can be safer. 

Michal Parr

Welcome and introduction

Art for All

Brushstrokes

Caption

http://www.harpendenartsclub.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/249631992735598
https://www.facebook.com/HarpendenArtsClub
mailto:info.hac2018@gmail.com
mailto:susan-parr@sky.com
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Can You Help? 
We need someone to help look after 
HAC’s two Facebook pages (public 
page and private Members’ page) as 
Sarah Poppleton is unfortunately 
moving away.  

If you would be willing to help, of 
jointly help, please contact Sarah 

What would you like to see in 
Brushstrokes? 

What would you like to see in the newsletter?

We now have several means of keeping up to date with what 
is happening in Harpenden Arts Club world.

 We all get regular emails with upcoming events and we have 
the website. Please bear with us over the next few months if 
the website is not always bang up to date. Sarah has a lot on 
and I am still learning what needs to be done.

Then there is this newsletter - Brushstrokes  - which will be 
published in September, January and May. 

What would you like to see in the newsletter?

I enjoyed the lockdown articles on individual members and I 
would like to continue with an Artist’s Profile each edition. Is 
this something you would like to see?

If you particularly enjoyed something at a Members’ Evening 
how would you like to write up your experience for the next 
edition?

Have you been on any courses, or discovered a nice resource, 
or a new gallery or exhibition we could all share? Email with 
details for the next edition.

 For example, I was inspired to do a Peter Keegan portrait 
course on Zoom, and then in person, after he did a 
demonstration for the club last year. As a result I now have 
five portraits that I am really proud of and I have learnt to 
paint in oils so thank you very much to Harpenden Arts Club 
for new opportunities. One of my efforts is on the exhibition 
and programme flyer!

Some of our members offer classes too. How about we have a 
section where you can tell us about your classes and how we 
can enrol?

We also have the private Facebook Members’ Group which 
was started as a place to share work during lockdown. This 
could be a lovely thing to carry on but it will need someone 
to look after it. 

So what do you want from the newsletter? Let me know at 
susan-parr@sky.com 

Coming up
Club sessions resume!
Zoom session on Sept 9th with Susan 
Edwards to review summer work 

Presentation/workshop on Sept 16th 
with Sarah Poppleton; Painting Still Water - 
at the Salvation Army rooms.  

See  your programme or the website for 
the rest of the season.

Exhibition Dates 

29th - 31st October 

Deadline for Entries 

6th October 

Handing in  

27th October 

Evening Preview 

28th October 

New Coffee Morning 
Preview 

29th October 

Handing back 

31st October 

mailto:susan-parr@sky.com
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Art On The Common 

 

Farmers Market 

Look out for us on Sunday 24th 
October at the Harpenden 
Farmers Market on Harpenden 
Common

The remarkable world of 
trees 

17th Sept 2021 - 22nd Jan 2022 

https://
www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/whats-
on/remarkable-world-trees 

Some of our members have provided 
artwork for The Remarkable World of 
Trees exhibition at St Albans Museum 
and Art Gallery. 

Entry is free.  

Herts Visual Arts  
Open Studios 

18th September - 10th October 

https://www.hvaf.org.uk/open-studios

Herts Visual Arts Open 
Studios 
The following Harpenden Arts Club members are 
taking part in Open Studios this year so why not 
plan a day out to see their work.

Amanda Xuereb                 Anne Hignell
Debbie Knight                 Denise Bowser
Di King      Heather Miller
Judith Moule       Karin Friedli
Mary Ann Day      Meggie Nikolic
Mitzie Green.       Susan James Dean
Teresa Newham

https://www.hvaf.org.uk/open-studios
https://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/whats-on/remarkable-world-trees
https://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/whats-on/remarkable-world-trees
https://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/whats-on/remarkable-world-trees
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Keith Higham remembers  Harry Dobkin 
- Honorary President of Harpenden Arts 
Club 

Harry sadly died in the spring of this year at the age of 90. He 
was a well loved and respected member of the Art Club, also 
our previous Webmaster and club photographer, who, after 
many years as an active Committee member, became Club 
President. 

Harry admitted that at the age of 5 he showed an interest in 
watching his father practicing photography using a box 
camera. Later he worked at his great uncle's portrait studio in 
Oxford Street. This followed his attendance at Art College 
where he honed both photographic and art skills.

Later as a young man he enlisted with the RAF as a 
photographer. He was soon posted to Singapore where he 
photographed various military activities. Then came Japan 
where he took photos of the terrible desolation after the 
bombing of Hiroshima. Light relief was achieved by playing 
the drums in a jazz band.

After his RAF career he became a professional news 
photographer. He proudly showed prints of photos he had 
taken for the local newspapers. Celebrities ranged from 
Harold Wilson to the winner of the regional beauty 
competition. Harry smiled broadly when he told the 
Harpenden Photographic Society that this was one of his most 
pleasant shoots. Harry had a wicked sense of humour: 
sometimes a little grumpy, but never nasty.

Harry left his job as a newspaper photographer to become a 
Manager for a Bedfordshire training centre that had a mission 
to help disadvantaged young people with learning disabilities.  
After working there for 12 years he retired, giving him more 
time to enjoy his photographic and artistic skills.

Harry was a pioneer in accepting digital photography and art 
earlier than most. Indeed he was seen as being too radical and 
controversial by many. Time proved he was before his time, 
eventually being successful in combining both Photography 
and Art.  Being a bit of a rebel should have been spotted, when 
at the age of 7, he was found following a railway track from his 
place of evacuation in Devon heading back to London with his 
sister, Helen!

Many are grateful for the advice and assistance given by Harry. 
He was truly a man who is missed.
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Memories of ….. Harry Dobkin 
by Margaret Metcalfe 

I read with sadness of the passing of our Club President. 
Harry's cheerful participation at Club meetings will be much 
missed, having been an enthusiastic member and supporter 
of the Arts Club for many years - and this despite increasing 
mobility and health problems more recently.

Harry was a leading light with the Harpenden Photographic 
Society and very keen on digital art with all its 'new' 
possibilities. He and I didn’t see eye to eye initially on this 
aspect of images being included in our Annual Arts 
Exhibition but the innovations prevailed and his clever art 
works became part of our annual displays. 

Thank you Harry for being such a valued contributor, and a 
smiling presence at our Meetings.

Ray Warren RIP 

We received this lovely email from Ray’s 
son informing us of the passing of his 
father, Ray.  

I am writing to let you/ the club know that my father, Ray 
Warren, passed away last night. He passed away peacefully 
in hospital after a period of illness and was surrounded by 
family.

Dad took a great deal of pleasure from drawing and 
painting, and greatly valued the club. On behalf of my 
family, I would like to pass on our thanks to you all. My 
mother has also asked that any subscription fees (assuming 
that there might be a reimbursement) be put towards events 
for the club.

Sincerely,
Douglas Warren

HAC members get 10% discount at 
Artscape, Harpenden.
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Batford Springs summer sketching.

And finally - remember when it was briefly 
summer 

Lovely to see some of the sketches 
in the photos too! 

Photos courtesy of Anne Hignell
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Wheathampstead Summer Sketching

Wheathampstead Crinkle 
Crankle Garden in beautiful 
sunshine. We did have some 
summer then!

Photos courtesy of Bel 
Blumel
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Plus a gentle reminder that subscriptions are now due

2021 HAC Members’ Exhibition 
Get your entries in!

I’m very excited - the Annual exhibition is swiftly approaching. Now is the time to get finishing and framing 
and get your entry forms in for October 6th! Don’t forget the venue is now The Harpenden Trust Centre and 
there are a few Covid changes for handing in and there is now an Evening Preview and a Morning Preview with 
coffee.

All the details  have been emailed and are now on the website along with downloads for entry forms. There is 
information and help with ideas for framing pictures for the exhibition on the HAC website called “Framing 
for Exhibitions”.

http://www.harpendenartsclub.org.uk/framing-for-exhibitions.html

http://www.harpendenartsclub.org.uk/framing-for-exhibitions.html
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